Imaging evaluation in the patient with renal stone disease.
Numerous imaging modalities are available for the evaluation of patients with renal stone disease. The study of choice is dependent on the clinical scenario and the indication for imaging. Additional factors such as patient age and pregnancy status will influence the radiographic study that is chosen. Currently available technologies for the evaluation of urolithiasis include plain abdominal radiography, ultrasound, intravenous pyelogram, computed tomography, and magnetic resonance imaging. This article reviews the indications, advantages, and disadvantages of each study in the evaluation of patients with known or suspected stone disease.